
 

 

 

Minutes of the Burstall Annual Parish Meeting  
20th May 2019 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm. 

 

Present were 8 Parish Councillors, District Councillor David Busby, Parish Clerk & 16 members of the public 
 

To approve minutes of the 21st May 2018: The minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2018 were adopted as a true 
record proposed by Jeff Rawlngs and seconded by Keith Raby signed by the Chairman of the meeting Barry Gasper. 
 
MATTERS ARISING:  
There were no matters arising from the meeting.  
 

REPORTS:  
 

Chairman’s report: The Chairman’s report form part of the Village Newsletter delivered to each household. A copy is on 
the website and attached to the hard copy of these minutes. Thanks was given to Joan Eagle & Simon Girling for their 
hard work and commitment over many years who both retired from the Parish Council during the year. David Busby was 
welcomed as the recently elected District Councillor for our Ward and thanks were given to the Parish Councillors, 
District Councillor Nick Ridley, Councillor Christopher Hudson and to the clerk Jo Brown.The Chairman went through the 
newsletter with a quick update.  Nick Fiske thanked Barry Gasper & Nick Ridley for holding office as District Councillors 
and representing the Parish over the years. Both were very grateful. 
 

County Council: 
 

No report was received 
 

District Council: 

David Busby gave the following report: 
You will all have seen the council magazine ‘Your Council’ which outlines the achievements over the last 4 years but it only 
tells part of the story.  It doesn’t mention: 

• the many hours and thousands of pounds wasted on non-service delivery projects such as devolution, merger, 
boundary review, leader cabinet and constitutional review. 

• The underperformance on getting houses built – especially affordable ones. 

• The failure to produce a Local Plan. 

• The failure to tackle the growing pressure on the infrastructure. 

• The costs of moving the HQ to Ipswich – not just in terms of money but loss of staff and poorer customer access. But 
that is the past we are more interested in the present and future.  The next 4 years are going to be crucial to the council 
yes, but more importantly to every citizen in the district, especially those that live on the south and west of Ipswich.  I 
hope to get a policy group established within the next few months. We have to come up with a housing delivery plan that 
gets us houses for local people and local needs; a mix of tenures for affordable housing - rent, buy, shared ownership; 
more council houses for single people and young families all with a greater focus on quality, energy efficiency and good 
design including spatial standards. To do this we need to rethink our approach to the Local Plan with far greater emphasis 
on a ‘bottom-up’ approach i.e. getting each village to outline how and where it would like houses to be built.  The plan 
covers a 15 year period – we don’t need to build them all in year 1 but we do need to have a structured approach to 
infrastructure delivery. 
 
 

Claydon High School: A detailed report had been received from the Headteacher Maeve Taylor which will be available 
on the village website and attached to the hard copy of these minutes.  
 

Burstall PCC:   
Gillian Gasper gave the following report - We continue to have a service each week at 9.30am (except on a 5th Sunday) , 
two Communion, a family service and a morning prayer. The church is open every day for anyone wanting some peace. 
The Church building is basically in good order. The five yearly survey last year did not throw up any major issues, but we 



 

 

do need to upgrade the heating (as those who cam in the middle of winter will testify!), which will be our next big 
project. Last year was fairly busy – it was wonderful to have four weddings, all with village connections. The 
Remembrance service as part of the village 100 year commemoration of WW1 was very moving, we hosted a Benefice 
Messy Church session with about 90 children and adults attending and we have had various fundraising events. Thanks to 
everyone in the village who continues to support the church with flower arranging, cleaning and those who come to our 
fundraising events. The Cowslip Tea, Christmas Bazaar and the Jazz evening, amongst others, were very successful and 
enjoyed by all. It was lovely to see the church full at the Christmas Carol Service and at Harvest. Thank you to everyone 
who joined us carol singing around the village in aid of the Bumblebee chidlren’s charity and for those who don’t know 
(and may want to contribute) we collect for the FIND (Families In Need) food bank. The box is behind the church door. 
Our next fundraiser is an Art and Craft Exhibition, with Cream Teas coming up on Saturday 8th of June. 
 

Village Hall and Burstall Show:  
Keith Raby gave the following report - It has been another very busy and productive year for the village hall. We 
continue to be well supported with regular bookings especially from the Bowls club, Pop Chorus and the WI, added to 
these are other single use bookings which help to keep things ticking over financially, as well of course as the community 
lunch contributions. As usual it is however the show that generates the majority of the income and keeps the hall going. 
The 2018 show was again very successful adding over £1500.00 to the kitty and the thanks of the committee go to 
everyone who helped with the show last year, without you it would just not be possible to hold this event. Planning is 
well underway for 2019 and we are hoping once again for good weather and a fun packed day. We are still looking for 
assistance so please if you can help do, it is at times hard work but it is fun also, and a good way to play a very 
meaningful part in the community. Currently we have some major works planned as the clocktower is in need of 
complete refurbishment. We have I am glad to say been able to raise from outside grant £5000.00, which will go along 
way towards paying for the works but will not cover all the costs, so will have to use some of our savings to cover the 
balance. Work we hope will be completed this year once a schedule has been agreed. The hall puts on a number of 
events during the year with Jeff Rawlings putting together a diary of events and organising many of these. These are 
proving very popular and with something for everyone hopefully included again are helping to keep the hall as a central 
hub for the village. I would like to thank all those on the committee for their continued support and hard work, and 
would like to remind everyone that our meetings are open to all, and the next one being on the 19th of June at 7.30pm in 
the hall, so please come along and get involved.  
 

Community Lunch:  
Ann Burchnall gave the following report – we have a good group of ladies and does not have to be ladies – the lunch in 
held on the first Thursday of every month and have around 20 people attend each month. It raises around £200 per year 
to the village funds and it is to get people together. Bring along children and grand children. 

 

WI : 
Ann Day gave the following report - Burstall WI is on a high at the moment, we have 31 members with another potential 
member enjoying her free visits before making the final decision. We did lose a few members at the beginning of the 
year but mainly those that didn’t attend regularly, so our monthly attendance has actually gone up. We enjoyed the 
usual range of talks and activities during 2018 and we all pulled together to cater for nearly 200 people at the villages 
remembrance events. With my  village recorder hat – it was with the help of WI ladies that I was able to complete the 
photographic survey of the village and produce the book that we dedicated to those that were lost in WWI. So far this 
year we have had in mind the centenary  celebrations of the Suffolk East Federation  and held our very own event in 
March when we each painted a ceramic plaque as a keepsake, raised our glasses of bubbly and sang Jerusalem – It is a 
very rare event for us to sing Jerusalem, we stopped singing it regularly some years ago when the  piano lost middle C, 
now we don’t even have a piano! There is a lot on the forthcoming agenda too – we are in the throes of preparing our 
entries for the Suffolk show one of which will be a welded sculpture of a party girl – that should throw the  WI judges 
into disarray! On 1st June we will be hosting a table top sale in here, which has been organised on our behalf by our elf 
Katie who is using us as her D of E charity and we hope to raise a worthwhile sum for Bumblebee.  On that day we will 
also be unveiling our windmill which will sit on that windowsill until September and be part of the Federation windmill 
trail. The following week we will be filling the Lady Chapel with craft, as part of the Church’s arts and craft event. We 
also have a visit to the tomato farm planned and finally we will conclude a busy month with a guided walk around 
Ipswich followed by Prosecco and nibbles at the WI office. So I can honestly say  we keep ourselves busy and enjoy the 
company of our own gender!! 
 

CHEAP Productions and Community Oil Buying:  



 

 

Keith Raby gave the folloiwing report – the scheme has been running a number of years to enable members to join a bulk 
buy oil scheme. Currently there is 22 houses in the village and currently saving of 25%. Costs £20 per year to join. There 
are leaflets available. 
 

Neighbourhood Watch: 
John Benton gave the following report – sadly no news is good news, however today there has been a break in at a house 
in the village today. The police have been very supportive. The advice given is to keep valuables in odd places and to 
keep vigilant and report anything that looks suspicious. There is a village Neighbourhood Watch Whatsap group that 
anyone can sign up to and also a mailing list. Thanks was given to John. Nick Fiske reported there has been a number of 
burglaries around the Ipswich area and people must keep vigilant and call 101 to report. If anyone is noticed carrying 
stolen items call 999. The question was raised as to whether a map of all houses in Burstall could be sent out showing 
where the properties are and also if CCTV could be installed in the village – this was discussed and will be discussed 
further at the Parish Council meeting. 
 
 
 
 

Bowls Club: 
Wendy Minchin gave the following report – the bowls club currently has 23 members and 2 new people joined. They had 
a successful winter league and got promotion as the finished 2nd in the league. Tomorrow is their first summer match. 
We would like to encourage all people to come along and play on Mondays and Fridays at 7.30pm all are welcome. 
 
 

Any Other Business: 
Ann Burchnall is happy to arrange defibrillator training for as many people as possible either in groups or individuals. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.50pm 


